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FLASH

2023 April 30

The 5th District Convention has MOVED!

The 5th District convention will now be held at the DoubleTree by Hilton - Minneapolis South.
Located at 7800 Normandale Blvd in Bloomington, just off of the 1-494 and Hwy 100 interchange.

Existing reservations at the Holiday Inn will be moved over to the DoubleTree, we are awaiting the
block confirmation information for those who have to still make their reservation.

All other details about the convention remain the same (other than the room locations for each
event). An updated convention call has been mailed, and is included in this issue. Please check
out our website for additional news as it happens. www.mnfightingfifth.org

Fifth District American Legion Meeting
Saturday May 6th
9:30 AM Executive Board
10 AM membership meeting
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Next Fifth District ALA Meeting
Saturday May 6th
Minneapolis Post 1 or via Zoom

(Shared with the Fraternal Order of Eagles)
2507 E 25th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Click to view map and directions: https:/goo.gl/maps/uqTTsm3NXtDtK1cLA

Executive board meeting at 9:30 AM
General Membership meeting at 10:00 AM

Topic: 5th District ALA Monthly Meeting
Click to join Zoom Meeting with computer, tablet, or smartphone
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88079759186 ?pwd=bDQ4aGczTzNIWW9IrSTFjZ3ZJSUNTZz09

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 646 931 3860 US

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)

+1 305 224 1968 US
+1 309 205 3325 US
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 719 359 4580 US
+1 253 205 0468 US
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

+1 386 347 5053 US
+1 507 473 4847 US
+1 564 217 2000 US
+1 669 444 9171 US
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 689 278 1000 US
Meeting ID: 880 7975 9186
Passcode: 222809
Find your local number: https://
us02web.zoom.us/u/kcU1KMUw9;j

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 360 209 5623 US

Next Fifth District SAL Meeting
Pending

Next District Riders Meeting
Wednesday May 10th at 7 PM
Knights of Columbus
Bloomington Event Center
1114 American Blvd W
Bloomington, MN 55431

Electronic pull tabs have been in Minnesota for a decade, and sales have been
extremely popular throughout the state. E-tabs began a decade ago as merely electronic
replicas of paper tabs, as a funding source for U.S. Bank Stadium, and were slow to take
off. But as they evolved, with more features resembling slot machines, their revenues,
and charitable donations soared.

Last year, $131.5 million went to nonprofits from all forms of charitable gambling, with
paper pull tabs contributing 50% and e-tabs contributing 45.6%. Electronic pull tabs rang
up $1.9 billion in revenue last year

Continued on page 10
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The month of May is for cleaning and prepping Legionville for the students. Pick a weekend and
come to help. The work needed is picking up leaves, cleaning dormitories, cutting firewood,
cleaning cabins and general camp cleaning. Bring a camper or tent, electric power is available.

Bring your own food and beverage — lots of options in nearby Brainerd. Call Adam the Legionville

manager at 218-820-0431 to reserve a spot for your tent or camper or dormitory or cabin...See
you there!!
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The Catalysts for
our national

security
By
Vincent J. “Jim” Troiola,
National Commander

Dear American Legion Family members and friends,

America faces threats on a regular basis from adversaries such as Russia and China. Diplomacy plays a
significant role in maintaining peace while ensuring our national security in cooperation with our strategic
partners.

Our ambassadors fulfill that duty, often without the fanfare they deserve for being on the front lines of
maintaining vital relationships with nations from Albania to Zambia.

However, there is an ongoing issue in filling ambassador roles. In fact, The American Legion National
Executive Committee passed Resolution 25 in May 2022 expressing concerns about the issue. At the time
of the resolution, there were 61 of 190 ambassador positions unfilled with 28 pending approvals by the
Senate.

Right now there are 26 ambassador vacancies worldwide, with 15 nominees awaiting action in the Senate.
That vacancy rate is in line with the historical average of 13%. But it’s not just the number of vacancies.
Some of the openings are in highly strategic or volatile areas of the world. Among them: Italy, Colombia,
Ethiopia, Kuwait, Niger, Saudi Arabia, Solomon Islands and the United Arab Emirates.

When an ambassador is not in place, the deputy chief of mission takes on the role as acting chief of
mission, formally referred to as chargé d’affaires. Embassies remain fully staffed and personnel rotate on
schedules independent of ambassador appointments.

Still, this represents a significant step back from a full-time ambassador. Chiefs of mission typically do not
have access to higher levels of government of the host nation, which weakens the communications
between Washington and the host nation. Chiefs of missions are also less likely to communicate directly
with the U.S. president and receive less attention from the federal government.

The 2022 National Security Strategy (NSS) states that “a competition is underway between the major
powers to shape what comes next” in the world, singling out China and Russia as presenting particular but
different challenges. Mutually beneficial alliances and partnerships are our greatest global strategic
advantage in this competition. We cannot meet these complex and interconnected challenges alone.
Therefore, ensuring the greatest number of ambassadorial vacancies are filled is a national security
imperative."

The American Legion believes that our nation is stronger and safer when there is a full contingent of
ambassadors in place. That's why | have sent letters to the president and senate, respectfully urging
expeditious action on this matter. It is, after all, a matter of our national security.

Vincent J. “Jim” Troiola, National Commander
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Nominations for District Officers

The nominating committee is looking for nominations for the District Officer positions for the coming year. If
you are interested in any of the five officer positions, Commander, Finance Officer, 1st Vice Commander,
2nd Vice Commander or 3rd Vice Commander reply by email to Ray Eiden at eidenr@aol.com. Any
nomination should be endorsed by your Post. Also we will need 3 new members for our Executive Board.
Reply to me also on these positions. The members of the Nominating Committee are: Ray Eiden, Joe Bayer
and Don Gustafson.

Ray Eiden
Chairman of Nominating Committee

Blood Reports Due May 1

Please fill out the Post Blood Donation Request form and mail it back to Ray Eiden by May 1, 2023. Each
of the top three winners from each District will receive a certificate at Department Convention. The period
covered is January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022.

Ray Eiden, 5th District Blood Chairman
319 Monroe St. NE, Minneapolis, MN 55413

Children and Youth Reports Due

Children and Youth reports are due to Andrew Rose Sr. Please send in copies as soon as possible, or call
him at 612-703-4392.

Now charities are worried that proposed changes in the Tax Omnibus bill to the types of e-pull tab games
that are allowed at bars and restaurants would reduce that funding by 25% or more.

Department Commander Havlick stated, “We did our job to pay off the pro football stadium, often with a mix
of paid and volunteer labor and always with volunteer oversight committees. Now the state needs to reward
us by reducing state taxes on charitable gambling. It’s time.

The revenue from e-tabs has been crucial in dealing with the rising costs of running charitable gambling
operations. Wages, supplies, games — the overall cost of living is up. ...

Upsetting the charitable gambling landscape of Minnesota would impact children, who benefit from
donations for sports, scholarships, food programs, school activities, homeless programs and local
nonprofits for the young. Programs such as Wishes & More, which grants wishes to children fighting
terminal illnesses, would receive far less.

Veterans will suffer! Legion posts statewide use gambling funds to pay for honor guards providing last
respects. Funds are used on important veterans’ programs, such as taking totally disabled veterans
hunting, or the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans working to solve veteran homelessness, or the

Eagle’s Healing Nest in Sauk Centre helping veterans who struggle with PTSD. The American Legion’s
Minnesota Veteran Assistance Fund helps struggling veterans no matter where in the state they reside. It
maintains basic needs of a veteran, deployed servicemember’s family or to assist surviving minor children
of Minnesota veterans. Why would our state leaders wish to hurt these programs?”

Reach out to your legislators by clicking this link:
SUPPORT OUR LOCAL CHARITIES AND OPPOSE ANY CHANGES TO E-PULLTABS:
https://p2a.co/mkIPjZR

The link uses Voter Voice to help you connect with your lawmakers. Tell them to not change e-tabs. The
courts have said twice that the 2012 e-tab agreement has not been broken. Let's not punish youth sports,
veteran causes, efforts to offset poverty and other good causes in Minnesota all because of widespread
misinformation. 10 of 22
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5th District American Legion Membership Report
as of April 19th, 2023
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No new report available
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New U.S. flag social media graphics for promotion
The American Legion | April 25, 2023

In the weeks leading up to Flag Day, June 14, a new set of social media graphics is available for you
to promote.

Produced as part of the “Rally Around the Flag” campaign by The American Legion and the Citizens
Flag Alliance, the Voices of Our Flag series include individual, downloadable graphics that can be
shared on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. The flag quotes are from veterans, Legion leadership,
presidents, Olympians, and many others.

For example, one graphic includes this inspiring flag statement from Alvin Owsley, a World War |
combat veteran and the fifth national commander of The American Legion:

“It is not so much the flag of our fathers as it is the flag of our children, and all of our children’s children
yet unborn. It is the flag of tomorrow. It is the flag of your- self and of all your neighbors.”

Download the Voices of Our Flag social media graphics at legion.org/flag/resources.
Also, the Rally Around the Flag and Know Your Code series of social media graphics can still be
downloaded and shared in the weeks heading into Flag Day. These graphics feature historical notes,

fun facts, and voices from history about Old Glory, and U.S. Flag Code facts.

Learn more about the U.S. flag at legion.org/flag. And share your story about the flag on
Legiontown.org (http://www.legiontown.org/my-flag) with the heading “Rally Around the Flag.”



http://legion.org/flag/resources
http://www.legiontown.org/my-flag

Date

What

Location

Monday May 1st, 2023

Post Blood Reports Due
covering 1/1/2022 - 12/31/2022

Ray Eiden
319 Monroe St. NE Mpls MN 55413

Saturday May 6th, 2023

District Meetings (American Legion and
American Legion Auxiliary)

Minneapolis Post 1

Saturday May 6th and Sunday May 7th
2023

Spring SAL NEC Meetings

Indianapolis, IN

May 8th through May 11, 2023

Spring American Legion NEC

Indianapolis, IN

Saturday May 13th, 2023

Dept Commander Jennifer Havlick
Testimonial

New Prague Ballroom
New Prague, MN

Monday May 15th, 2023

PSO Reports Due (Page 18)

Wade Larson
PO Box 132 Prior Lake MN 55372

Wednesday May 17th, 2023

100% Memership Target Date

Saturday May 20th, 2023

5th District Testimonial

Wold Chamberlain Post 99
5600 S34th Ave. Mpls

Saturday May 20th, 2023

Armed Forces Day

Friday May 26th, 2023

Poppy Day

Monday May 29th, 2023

Memorial Day

Various Locations

Friday June 2nd &
Saturday June 3rd

5th District Convention

DoubleTree by Hilton Bloomington
7800 Normandale Blvd Bloomington

Friday June 23rd &
Saturday June 24th

SAL Detachment Convention

Anoka American Legion

Thursday July 13 through
Saturday June 15th

Department Convention

Jackpot Junction

Send in content that should be shared to
news @ mnfightingfifth.org

Please have content sent to us by the 15th of
each month. The plan will be to get the Fifth
District Flash out 1 week prior to the next District

Visit our website at www.mnfightingfifth.org

www.facebook.com/MNFifthDistrict

Meeting.
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