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Fifth District Convention
Friday June 5th and Saturday June 6
Hotel reservations can be made now. 

Use this link 
American Legion 5th District  

or call the hotel at 952-884-8211 and ask for the American Legion 
5th District Room block.  

Rooms are $149 for poolside, $109 for non-poolside. 
Room block will close May 29.

Chairman,  committees your reports are due before 

May 15!
Deceased members lists are due to District Chaplains before 

May 15!

Fifth District American Legion Meeting
Saturday, April 4

9:30 AM Executive Board
10 AM Membership 

Live at Minneapolis American Legion Post 1
2507 East 25th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406
(Click to view map) https://maps.app.goo.gl/sz4XhPQxSSJ9eCXF9

- or - 
Online at:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83857752480?pwd=x1x2DqprwbfHHl8qdABw9MvcI0a9VI.1

Ray Eiden
District Adjutant

The next District Assembly will be Saturday, April 
4 at Post 1. Executive Meeting at 9:30am 

followed by the District Assembly at 10:00am. The meeting will be 
carried on Zoom.

Nominations of Officers and Legionnaire of the Year Award
 
I will be accepting nominations for the offices of Commander, Finance 
Officer, 1st Vice Commander and 2nd Vice Commander and for 3 new 
positions to the Executive Board. These positions would be for an 
interim period should we vote in favor of merging the 4th and 5th 
districts. If we merge new officers would be elected at a joint convention 
later on. I will also be accepting nominations for Legionnaire of the 
Year. All nominations should be in to me by May 5, 2026. 

Ray Eiden - eidenr@aol.com

https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=HI&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=MSPSO&checkInDate=05&checkInMonthYear=052026&checkOutDate=07&checkOutMonthYear=052026&_PMID=99801505&GPC=ALD&cn=no&adjustMonth=false&showApp=true&monthIndex=00
https://maps.app.goo.gl/fnWpKcApbEsgHVjc6
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83857752480?pwd=x1x2DqprwbfHHl8qdABw9MvcI0a9VI.1
mailto:eidenr@aol.com
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Fifth District American Legion Auxiliary

Fifth District SAL meeting 
Tuesday, May 5 at 7 PM

Wold-Chamberlain Post 99.

Fifth District Chapter 435 ALR Meeting
Wednesday, May 13 at 7 PM

No meeting in April
Wold Chamberlain Post 99

Saturday, April 8. 10 AM Membership 
Live at Minneapolis American Legion Post 1

2507 East 25th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406

American Legion Riders to Launch 
2026 FUND 85 RUN in New Ulm

The American Legion Riders will kick off the annual FUND 85 Ride on Wednesday, July 22, 2026, 
beginning in New Ulm and traveling through the southern half of Minnesota over four days. The ride will 
feature overnight stops in Montevideo and St. Peter before concluding with an ending celebration in 
Waseca on Saturday, July 25.

The New Ulm kickoff includes hotel blocks at the Microtel Hotel and Best Western Hotel, along with 
an optional Schell’s Brewery tour for interested riders. For the brewery tour, contact Kris 
Schneeberg at 507-276-1717 or email kaschneeberg@gmail.com by July 20.

On Thursday, July 23, riders will depart New Ulm at 8:00 a.m. and travel through Redwood Falls, 
Lamberton, Fulda, and Pipestone before continuing on to Montevideo for supper and overnight 
accommodations. Friday’s route begins in Montevideo and includes stops in Olivia, Springfield, St. 
James, Fairmont, and Lake Crystal before ending in St. Peter.

The final day, Saturday, July 25, begins in St. Peter at 8:00 a.m. and includes stops in Faribault, 
Kasson, Adams, Austin, Glenville, and Albert Lea before the ride concludes in Waseca. Riders will 
gather at the Waseca American Legion for supper and the ending party.

Participants are encouraged to reserve rooms early, as each hotel block has a limited release date. 
This year’s FUND 85 Ride promises a memorable journey, strong fellowship, and continued support for 
the American Legion mission.

Greetings all - we are at the point of the year where things get busy, reports are due, and planning for 
next year begins.  That coupled with the time of year where we question the sanity of Mother Nature... 
will it snow, are we done with snow, is it summer this week?  I personally think I'd have better luck with 
the lottery than predicting the weather. 
Here are some of the important things to have on your radar:

• Squadron Data Form (SDR) were mailed to Squadron Commanders or Adjutants and is 
available on the mnsal.org website.  This form ensures that we have the most current information 
about your squadron INCLUDING what your dues will be for the upcoming year. We are looking 
for 100% reporting on this.

• Consolidated Squadron Report (CSR). This report tells what you have done as a squadron 
over the past year.  EVERY SQUADRON needs to be submitting a report.  If you need help filling 
out this document please reach out and we will be happy to help!  At a minimum, EVERY 
SQUADRON contributes to the hospital fund via our dues which is reportable on the form. The 
work that we do as part of the SAL is important - let's make sure it's reported!

• May SAL Executive Committee Meeting:  May 5 (7pm at Wold Chamberlain Post 99).  We 
would like to have a representative at these meetings from each squadron.  This meeting we will 
be doing training on MyLegion and looking at nominations for the next year officer lineup.  

• District Convention:  Information on this is included in this edition of the newsletter.  Now is a 
great time to get your hotel reservation in if you will be staying overnight.  Regardless if you are 
staying in the hotel or not, we would like to have 100% participation in the convention.  Please 
plan to have at least one representative attending.

Thank you for all you do around our district!  It takes a village... and we have a very good village.  How 
can we help your squadron?  Please do not hesitate to reach out... as they say... "operators are standing 
by.."

http://mnsal.org/


We have all donated to Legionvillle in the past, and they will always accept donations to 
help with the facility. But there is one thing they really need…

KIDS!

Legionville needs us to recruit youth to attend the camp this year! The fifth District (prior 
to 2021 (Covid shut down) paid for 73 children to attend in 2019. Since then we have 
paid for 13 in 2022, 7 in 2023, 16 in 2024, 14 in 2025 (all from one Post). We need to 
share this camp with anyone we are in touch with. Schools, community groups, other 
businesses, anyone we (as an organization) interacts with.

Legionville Safety Camp is open to ANY child aged 9-13. They will have fun in the great 
Minnesota outdoors while also learning about safety, including first aid, intro to CPR, 
swimming, canoeing, online safety, intro to gun safety, and much more! The registration 
fee is $550 per camper. They can be sponsored by a Post, Squadron, Unit, Parent/
Grandparent, or any other organization willing to sponsor a child., We also have 
scholarships available through the Legionville General Scholarship Fund. You can find 
all registration information on the "registration" tab of our website.  We are excited for 
another great summer at Legionville, and we hope to see your kids back this year!

Please spread the word and let me know if you have any questions. Thank you!
Shawn Davis
Fifth District Legionville Representative

Legionville is accepting Registrations for the 
2026 Season!
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Children and Youth Reports The Children and Youth Reporting forms have been mailed out to all of the 
Posts in the 5th District. They need to be received by your District 

chairperson, Ray Eiden, by March 31, 2026, to be eligible for District and Department awards. 

Even if you did not do anything for Children and Youth you need to fill out the bottom portion of the reporting form and send the 
white copy to your district children and youth chairman. The address of your district chairman, Ray Eiden, is listed on one of the 
pages in your packet. Call your district chairman or department chairman if you need help. I would like to get 100% reporting from 
our Posts.

Ray Eiden
5th District Children and Youth Chairman

Blood Reports The Blood Reports are due to me by May 1, 2026. 

This is for blood that was donated between January 1, 2025, and Dec. 31, 2025, by Legionnaires, SAL or Auxiliary.  

Refer to following blood report form (found on Page 5). I need to get your report even if no blood was donated. Send me your form 
or at the least email me with the number of donors and pints donated.

Ray Eiden - 5th District Blood Chairman  (eidenr@aol.com)

Post Service Officer Training Post Service Officer Training is set for May 4 at 1 PM. The goal is to expand 

on the Service Officers knowledge and to provide support for those in need. This will be a virtual call. 

Virtual Link for Monday May 4 at 1 PM: https://smumn.zoom.us/j/82600358455?pwd=P89mYVz2uz3IuGzOYcAyjwrtgqXk5N.1

If you have questions, please contact Department Assistant Adjutant Janet Lorenzo. 
jlorenzo@mnlegion.org 612-468-6279 

District Fundraiser
Save the date:  Saturday May 16

The Auxiliary is planning a fundraiser to benefit 
President Becky's project and the 5th District Auxiliary.   

More details will be forthcoming.

mailto:eidenr@aol.com
https://smumn.zoom.us/j/82600358455?pwd=P89mYVz2uz3IuGzOYcAyjwrtgqXk5N.1
mailto:jlorenzo@mnlegion.org




















The 2026 Department Convention will be held July 8-11, 2026 in 
Willmar, Minnesota. The actual convention will start July 9, but many 
committee meetings will start on July 8 around 4:00 P.M. Registration 
and reservation information is listed below. The convention sessions 
for the Legion and Auxiliary will be held at the Willmar Conference 
Center.

REGISTRATION is $20.00, until June 25, per person and MUST 
accompany each registration form. Registration will be $30.00 per 
person after June 25 and at the door. Checks should eb made 
payable to: AMERICAN LEGION POST 167. All delegates, alternates 
and guests MUST pay the registration fee. You may also register and 
pay at mnlegion.org/events/calendar.

The official hotels for The American Legion Family are the Best 
Western Plus & Holiday Inn Express. You must make your own 
housing reservations directly with the hotel. The phone number to 
make reservations at the Best Western Plus is 320-235-6060. To 
make reservations at the Holiday Inn Express, please call 
320-231-2601. When making your reservation, ask for The American 
Legion Block. Please see the enclosed pages for more information.

RESERVATIONS: For the 2026 Department Convention, 
hotel reservations will be done "on your own". Please call 
the hotel listed below to make your reservation. When 
making your reservation, please ask for The American 
Legion Block.

Best Western Plus:  320-235-6060
Holiday Inn Express: 320-231-2601
Country Inn & Suites: 320-214-0300
AmericInn: 320-365-1995

Department Convention 2026 Information



The American Legion Fifth District Membership

Veterans Day - November 13 - 65% Pearl Harbor Day - December 10th - 75%

Mid-Winter - January 14 - 80% Presidents Day - February 11 - 85%

American Legion Birthday- March 11 - 90% Chidlren and Youth Month - April 8 - 95%

Armed Forces Day - May 13 - 100%

Early Bird/NEF Kickoff - Sept 10 - 50% Fall Meetings - October 15 - 55%

Membership Target Dates

Fifth District Minneapolis VA Hospital Visitation 
All are welcome to join in visiting our veterans who could use a visit at the VA. 

On the first Sunday of the month (April 5) assemble at 1:45 PM at the Minneapolis VA Auditorium. Please bring your cover, 
or where something Legion Family related. 

14 of 18

As of March 25, 2026



The Sons of The American Legion Fifth District Membership
By Bill Hawkins

 
This membership report is as of March 21, 2026. Now is the time to push for those renewals. Reach out to your 
members. Call them. Send a letter. Do what you can for membership. The follow Squadrons need this many renewals 
to match their resuls in 2025:

Hellenic 129: 7,   GiantValley 234: 1,   Richfield 435: 27,   Gopher 440: 3
And remember your goal is ore that what you did last year. 
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Visit our website at www.mnfightingfifth.org

    www.facebook.com/MNFifthDistrict

Send in news and content to be shared to 
news@mnfightingfifth.org 

Please have content sent to us by the 15th of each month. The plan 
will be to get the Fifth District Flash out 1 week prior to the next District 

Meeting. 
Please print and share this newsletter 
with members and anyone interested 

who is not online. 

Date What Location

Friday, June 26 - Saturday, June 27 Detachment Conventon Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Fridays
6:30 PM

Bags Tournament 
(every Friday, except holidays)

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, April 5, 2026, 1:45 PM 5th District Minneapolis VA Hospital 
Visitation

Minneapolis VA Auditorium

Saturday, April 4, 2026
9:30 Exec, 10 AM Membership

Fifth District Meeting
TAL, ALA

Minneapolis Post 1
2507 E 25th St. Mpls, MN 55406

Sunday April 19 - Thursday April 23 National Commander Dan Wiley Tour of 
Minnesota

Various Posts

May 1 - 3 SAL National Meetings Indianapolis, IN

May 3 - 7 American Legion National Meetings Indianapolis, IN

Sunday, April 26, 2026
8 AM - Noon

Post 99 AYCE Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, May 3, 2026, 1:45 PM 5th District Minneapolis VA Hospital 
Visitation

Minneapolis VA Auditorium

Friday, June 5 - Saturday June 6 Fifth District Convention Holiday Inn
Bloomington, MN

Saturday, May 2, 2026
9:30 Exec, 10 AM Membership

Fifth District Meeting
TAL, ALA

Minneapolis Post 1
2507 E 25th St. Mpls, MN 55406

Tuesday, May 5
7 PM

Fifth District Meeting
SAL

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Saturday, May 16 Fifth District Fundraiser TBD

Friday, May 15 District Convention Reports Due

Friday, May 15 - Sunday May 17 Work and Play Weekend Legionville Safety Camp

Visit our Website: MNFightingfifth.org 
A calendar of events can be found there.

or

Click here to add to your device.
https://teamup.com/

ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w or scan this QR code

http://news@mnfightingfifth.org
https://mnfightingfifth.org/index.php?id=1
https://teamup.com/ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w
https://teamup.com/ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w

