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Save the Date!
Fifth District Convention

Friday June 5th and Saturday June 6

Fifth District American Legion Meeting
Saturday, February 7

9:30 AM Executive Board
10 AM Membership 

Live at Minneapolis American Legion Post 1
2507 East 25th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406
(Click to view map) https://maps.app.goo.gl/sz4XhPQxSSJ9eCXF9

- or - 
Online at:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83857752480?pwd=x1x2DqprwbfHHl8qdABw9MvcI0a9VI.1

Ray Eiden
District Adjutant

The next District Assembly will be Saturday, Feb. 7 at Post 1. Executive 
Meeting at 9:30am followed by the District Assembly at 10:00am. The 
meeting will be carried on Zoom.  

I want to thank all the volunteers who helped out at the Oratorical Contest held at Wold-
Chamberlain Post 99 on Feb. 17, 2026. Carolyn Vickers, sponsored by Falldin Post 555, was 
this year's winner. Carolyn will represent the 5th District in State finals to be held in Anoka, 
Minnesota on Feb. 28, 2026. Carolyn is home schooled and a sophomore this year. She was 
awarded $1,000.00 for first place . Aidan Andrews, sponsored by Wold-Chamberlain Post 99, 
came in second place and was awarded $750.00. He is a sophomore at Bloomington Jefferson 
High School. Congratulations to both of our contestants for their efforts and participation.  

The Blood Reports are due into me by May 1, 2026. This is for blood 
that was donated between January 1, 2025 and Dec. 31, 2025 by 
Legionnaires, SAL or Auxiliary. 

The 5th District Hospital Visitation is going well but we would like to see 
more volunteers to help with our visits. We are getting 10-12 coming 
each month. We visit a total of 9 wards. The veterans in the hospital are 
very receptive and enjoy getting company. We meet on the first Sunday 
of each month in the VA hospital auditorium at 2:00pm. Posts go to their 
assigned Wards and we are usually done between 3:30 and 4:00pm.

Ray Eiden
5th District Adjutant

From Left to Right: Fifth 
District Commander Lynne 
Nottage, Carolyn Vickers 
(Vickers Academy), Aiden 
Andrews (Bloomington 
Jefferson), Fifth District 
Adjutant Ray Eiden. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/fnWpKcApbEsgHVjc6
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83857752480?pwd=x1x2DqprwbfHHl8qdABw9MvcI0a9VI.1
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Fifth District American Legion Auxiliary

Fifth District SAL meeting 
Tuesday, March 3 at 7 PM
Wold-Chamberlain Post 99.

Fifth District Chapter 435 ALR Meeting
Wednesday, February 11 at 7 PM.

Wold Chamberlain Post 99
The Fund 85 Run and the MN Legacy Run are being planned. Fund 85 will be in Southern MN this 

year. If you know of any location that would like to be a atop, reach out and let us know. 

Saturday, February 7
10 AM Membership 

Live at Minneapolis American Legion Post 1
2507 East 25th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406

Greetings Fifth District SAL! It's hard to believe that we are already into February.  
Hopefully this means that things will start warming up a bit too.

I have a couple of things that I'd like us to be thinking about. First, there is a reason 
why we call ourselves the "American Legion Family".  It's important to understand that while we are a 
program of the American Legion, we are also an important part of the American Legion Family.... and family 
supports each other.  We may bicker, we may disagree, we may even make things more complicated than 
they need to be... we still are there to support the family and in our case the mission of the American Legion 
Family.  After all, our constitutions are pretty clear "For God and Country we associate ourselves 
TOGETHER..."
 
Secondly, what does this mean?  The reality is it can mean very different things depending on the squadron 
or even depending on the person.  Things like buddy checks, invites for coffee, and community support are 
all things that are not limited to one arm of our family.  When was the last time as an SAL member you called 
on a Post, Auxiliary, or Riders member to see how they're doing?  When was the last time you contacted a 
school, to see if there is anything you can help with or support them with.  Even though these are just 
examples, I challenge you (and all of our district family) to look at where you can help. Where can you help 
bring our family together? Where are these areas where you can help bring the community together? Where 
can we involve ourselves in the work of the American Legion Family to further our mission?  
 
Thank you for all that you do.  The SAL and American Legion Family is strong because of everything you do 
everyday.

Additional Oratorical Pictures



Old newsletters (and other historical items) wanted!
The Minnesota Military & Veterans Museum is requesting donations of Minnesota Legionnaire newsletters and 
Minnesota Legion post newsletters.

The mission of their Archive office is to preserve the legacy of the Legion and Minnesota veterans.

Their modest Legion collection needs your contribution. If you can help by donating your back issues of The Minnesota 
Legionnaire, post newsletters, or other historical materials, please contact their Archivist, Daniel Ewer, 
at dewer@MnMilitaryMuseum.org.

Upcoming Intel: If you have an event on the horizon, give us the "who, what, where, and why" early so we can help fill 
the seats.
 
The "Write-Groove": You don’t need to be Hemingway. If you have a reflection on your service, a tribute to a fellow 
Vet, or an opinion on a Veteran-centric issue, put pen to paper.
 
Spotlight Moments: Know a member who deserves a shout-out for their service to the District? Let’s get their name in 
lights.
 
Keep it Veteran-Centric: The only rule? Keep the focus on our mission. Whether it's legislative advocacy, community 
service, or the camaraderie that keeps us strong, if it matters to a 4th District Vet, it belongs in these pages.
 
Don't let the "Empty Page" win. Our newsletter should be a reflection of the active, vibrant District we are.

We need you to contribute to the Newsletter. 

I've been hearing from several members who weren't aware of the many 
programs The American Legion offers beyond our local post activities. 
We always need a hand. Whether you're a newer member or have been 
with us for years, here are a few highlights:

Veterans Benefits & Assistance – The Legion's trained service officers 
help veterans and their families navigate VA benefits claims at no cost. 
From disability compensation to pension claims, assistance is available 
to all veterans, not just members. They can be found at 
www.mnlegion.org

Education Programs – Beyond our well-known scholarships, the Legion 
sponsors Boys State and Girls State programs, Junior Shooting Sports, 
and the National Oratorical Contest, helping develop tomorrow's leaders.

Community Service – Our organization coordinates programs like 
American Legion Baseball, supports youth through Junior Law Cadet 
programs and promotes flag education and patriotic observance in local 
schools. 

Support for Military Families – The Legion Family supports active-duty 
families through temporary financial assistance, provides care packages 
to deployed troops, and helps veterans transition back to civilian life.
 
These represent just a fraction of what's available. For a complete 
overview of national programs, visit www.legion.org/programs or check 
the resources section at www.legion.org.

THE AMERICAN LEGION DOES WHAT??!
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The American Legion Fifth District Membership

Veterans Day - November 13 - 65% Pearl Harbor Day - December 10th - 75%

Mid-Winter - January 14 - 80% Presidents Day - February 11 - 85%

American Legion Birthday- March 11 - 90% Chidlren and Youth Month - April 8 - 95%

Armed Forces Day - May 13 - 100%

Early Bird/NEF Kickoff - Sept 10 - 50% Fall Meetings - October 15 - 55%

Membership Target Dates

Fifth District Minneapolis VA Hospital Visitation 
All are welcome to join in visiting our veterans who could use a visit at the VA. 

On the first Sunday of the month (February 1) assemble at 1:45 PM at the Minneapolis VA Auditorium. Please bring your 
cover, or where something Legion Family related. 
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The Sons of The American Legion Fifth District Membership
By Bill Hawkins

 
This membership report is as of February 1, 2026.
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February, we take time to remember the Four Chaplains. Here is their story.

Early on Feb. 3, 1943, an enemy torpedo struck the Army transport Dorchester as it carried 902 offic-
ers and enlisted men, Navy armed guard, merchant seamen and civilian workers in the North Atlantic.
The Coast Guard cutter escorts Comanche and Escanaba rescued 230 men.

As Dorchester took on water, four Army chaplains– Lt. George L. Fox (Methodist), Lt. Alexander D.
Goode (Jewish), Lt. John P. Washington (Roman Catholic), and Lt. Clark V. Poling (Dutch Reformed) –
calmed frightened soldiers, aided the wounded and guided the disoriented toward safety.

On deck, they opened a storage locker and began distributing life jackets. When there were no more
available, the chaplains removed their life jackets and gave them to four young men. “It was the finest
thing I have seen or hope to see this side of heaven,” said John Ladd, a survivor.

As the ship went down, men in rafts saw the four chaplains, arms linked and 
braced against the slanting deck, singing hymns and praying. 

Congress attempted to confer the Medal of Honor on the chaplains but was 
prevented by strict requirements of heroism under fire. It authorized a one-time
posthumous Special Medal for Heroism, awarded by President Eisenhower in 
1961; it was intended to have the same weight and importance as the Medal of 
Honor. 

(FourChaplains.org. Four Chaplains Day, American Legion, Indianapolis, IN, 
2020.)









Visit our website at www.mnfightingfifth.org

    www.facebook.com/MNFifthDistrict

Send in news and content to be shared to 
news@mnfightingfifth.org 

Please have content sent to us by the 15th of each month. The plan 
will be to get the Fifth District Flash out 1 week prior to the next District 

Meeting. 
Please print and share this newsletter 
with members and anyone interested 

who is not online. 

Date What Location

Friday, June 26 - Saturday, June 27 Detachment Conventon Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Friday, March 20; Saturday, March 21 Detachment Spring Conference Arcade-Phalen American Legion Post 
577, 1129 Arcade St. St. Paul MN

Saturday, February 7, 2026
9:30 Exec, 10 AM Membership

Fifth District Meeting
TAL, ALA

Minneapolis Post 1
2507 E 25th St. Mpls, MN 55406

Fridays
6:30 PM

Bags Tournament 
(every Friday, except holidays)

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, February 8, 2026
8 AM - Noon

Unit 435 Omelet Breakfast Fundraiser Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, February 22, 2026
8 AM - Noon

Post 99 AYCE Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, March 1, 2026, 1:45 PM 5th District Minneapolis VA Hospital 
Visitation

Minneapolis VA Auditorium

Saturday, March 7, 2026
9:30 Exec, 10 AM Membership

Fifth District Meeting
TAL, ALA

Minneapolis Post 1
2507 E 25th St. Mpls, MN 55406

Sunday, March 8, 2026
8 AM - Noon

Unit 435 Omelet Breakfast Fundraiser Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, March 22, 2026
8 AM - Noon

Post 99 AYCE Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Thursday, July 10 - Saturday, July 11 Department Convention Willmar Convention Center

Saturday, March 14, 2026 11 AM Social, 
Noon Lunch, Program after

Appreciation Rally Bloomington Veteran Center
American Legion Post 550

Visit our Website: MNFightingfifth.org 
A calendar of events can be found there.

or

Click here to add to your device.
https://teamup.com/

ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w
or

scan this QR code

http://news@mnfightingfifth.org
https://mnfightingfifth.org/index.php?id=1
https://teamup.com/ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w
https://teamup.com/ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w

