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Fifth District American Legion Meeting
Saturday, December 13

9:30 AM Executive Board
10 AM Membership 

Live at Minneapolis American Legion Post 1
2507 East 25th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406
(Click to view map) https://maps.app.goo.gl/sz4XhPQxSSJ9eCXF9

- or - 
Online at:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83857752480?pwd=x1x2DqprwbfHHl8qdABw9MvcI0a9VI.1

The next District Assembly will be Saturday, Dec 13 at Post 1. Executive Meeting 
at 9:30am followed by the District Assembly at 10:00am. The meeting will be 
carried on Zoom. 

Ray Eiden
District Adjutant

The dates are set for the Oratorical Contest and the Mid-Winter Conference. The Oratorical Contest will be 
held on January 17, 2026 at Wold-Chamberlain Post 99 starting at 9:00am. (Flyer available on Page 8) 
We have 2 contestants thus far and looking for more. I did receive information from Department concerning 
this event. Contact me if you have any contestants that are interested. Ray Eiden: 612-378-2725 or email 
me at eidenr@aol.com. I will be looking for judges, tabulators, timekeepers, etc. when the time comes.

The Mid-Winter Conference will be held at the Crystal VFW on Jan. 10 starting at 9:00am. We will start 
planning for this event soon. If you have any suggestions for topics or guest speakers let Lynne Nottage or 
myself know. 
 
A fillable PDF for the 2025–2026 Consolidated Post Report is available and included in the email, website 
and  MyLegion.org. Please make your posts and squadrons aware. Should a post/squadron choose to 
submit their consolidated report using this method, it is recommended that they continue to work in "draft 
mode" until we get closer to the submission window (April through June).. Please distribute it to your Posts. 

The Department will also receive hard copies of the report to send out. If 
needed, CPR/CSR refresher training can be accessed from the Training 
Tuesday page. We did a session on this topic on May 27, 2025 and the video, 
PowerPoint and recap are available there.

Ray Eiden
5th District Adjutant

Trivia Question: 
How many kids from the Fifth District went to Legionville Education Center 
Camp this past summer?

The answer is found later in the newsletter.

Can you find it? 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/fnWpKcApbEsgHVjc6
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83857752480?pwd=x1x2DqprwbfHHl8qdABw9MvcI0a9VI.1
mailto:eidenr@aol.com
http://mylegion.org/
https://www.legion.org/information-center/training/training-tuesdays
https://www.legion.org/information-center/training/training-tuesdays
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Fifth District American Legion Auxiliary

Fifth District SAL meeting 
Tuesday, January 6 at 7 PM
Wold-Chamberlain Post 99.

Fifth District Chapter 435 ALR Meeting
We are on Winter break!

No Meeting in December!

Greetings and happy holidays to all of you that celebrate the upcoming 
holidays! It's hard to believe that we are already in December and almost ready 
to welcome 2026.  While it goes without saying 2025 has been...interesting... 
to say the least.  In that same vein, I'm encouraged and excited to see what 
2026 holds for us all.  THANK YOU for all that you do as part of the Sons of 
the American Legon and the American Legion Family!

 
A couple of things to direct your attention to:

• January 1:  5th District Holiday Party (2pm -5pm) @ Crystal VFW (hosted by the 5th District 
Sons of the American Legion)

• January 6: 5th District SAL Meeting (7pm) @ Wold-Chamberlain Post #99.  Open to everyone. 
Squadron Officers are HIGHLY encouraged to attend.

• It is also the time of year to think about participants for our upcoming Oratorical Competition, Boys 
State and Girls State Programs, and Outstanding Eagle Scout Awards.  If there is anyway I can 
help you with this, please don't hesitate to reach out.

And finally: Have you Considered Starting A New Squadron? We Can Help!

SAL Squadrons are a great way to involve more of your family into our family, as well as preserving and 
honoring the legacy of the veterans that came before us.  If you are a post interest in getting this started, 
please reach out!  We would be happy to help you get started.
 
I hope this E-Flash finds you and your families well and I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming 
events!
 
Matthew Verkuilen, 5th District SAL Commander
651-336-1154
mverkuilen@aviation511.org

mailto:mverkuilen@aviation511.org










Trivia answer!
14 from Kenny Community School. 

Reminder:
Fifth District Holiday Party 

Thursday, January 1 at Crystal VFW. 
All are welcome.

No Fifth District Meeting on 
Saturday, January 3rd.

Midwinter Conference will be on 
Saturday, January 10 at 9 AM. 

All are welcome.

Oratorical Contest will be on 
Saturday, January 17 at 9 AM. 

Volunteers needed. 

Old newsletters (and other historical items) wanted!
The Minnesota Military & Veterans Museum is requesting donations of Minnesota Legionnaire newsletters and 
Minnesota Legion post newsletters.

The mission of their Archive office is to preserve the legacy of the Legion and Minnesota veterans.

Their modest Legion collection needs your contribution. If you can help by donating your back issues of The 
Minnesota Legionnaire, post newsletters, or other historical materials, please contact their Archivist, Daniel Ewer, 
at dewer@MnMilitaryMuseum.org.

http://dewer@MnMilitaryMuseum.org










The American Legion Fifth District Membership

Veterans Day - November 13 - 65% Pearl Harbor Day - December 10th - 75%

Mid-Winter - January 14 - 80% Presidents Day - February 11 - 85%

American Legion Birthday- March 11 - 90% Chidlren and Youth Month - April 8 - 95%

Armed Forces Day - May 13 - 100%

Early Bird/NEF Kickoff - Sept 10 - 50% Fall Meetings - October 15 - 55%

Membership Target Dates

Fifth District Minneapolis VA Hospital Visitation 
All are welcome to join in visiting our veterans who could use a visit at the VA. 

On the first Sunday of the month (December 7, January 4) assemble at 1:45 PM at the Minneapolis VA Auditorium. Please 
bring your cover, or where something Legion Family related. 
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As of November 26, 2025





The Sons of The American Legion Fifth District Membership
By Bill Hawkins

 
This membership report is as of November 2, 2025.
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Visit our website at www.mnfightingfifth.org

    www.facebook.com/MNFifthDistrict

Send in news and content to be shared to 
news@mnfightingfifth.org 

Please have content sent to us by the 15th of each month. The plan 
will be to get the Fifth District Flash out 1 week prior to the next District 

Meeting. 
Please print and share this newsletter 
with members and anyone interested 

who is not online. 

Date What Location

Saturday, December 13, 2025
9:30 Exec, 10 AM Membership

Fifth District Meeting 
TAL. No ALA Meeting

Minneapolis Post 1
2507 E 25th St. Mpls, MN 55406

Friday, June 26 - Saturday, June 27 Detachment Conventon Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Saturday, January 17
9 AM

Fifth District Oratorical Contest Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Saturday, January 10
9 AM - 3 PM?

Fouth & Fifth District Joint Midwinter Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Thursday, January 1 Fifth District Holiday Party Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Fridays
6:30 PM

Bags Tournament 
(every Friday, except holidays)

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Friday, March 20; Saturday, March 21 Detachment Spring Conference Arcade-Phalen American Legion Post 
577, 1129 Arcade St. St. Paul MN

Sunday, January 4, 1:45 PM 5th District Minneapolis VA Hospital 
Visitation

Minneapolis VA Auditorium

Saturday, January 3 No Fifth District Meetings

Tuesday, January 6, 7 PM Fifth District Meeting 
SAL

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, January 11, 2026
8 AM - Noon

Unit 435 Omelet Breakfast Fundraiser Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, January 25, 2026
8 AM - Noon

Post 99 AYCE Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Saturday, February 7, 2026
9:30 Exec, 10 AM Membership

Fifth District Meeting
TAL, ALA

Minneapolis Post 1
2507 E 25th St. Mpls, MN 55406

Wednesday, Janaury 14, 2026
7 PM

ALR Chapter 435 Meeting Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Visit our Website: MNFightingfifth.org 
A calendar of events can be found there.

or

Click here to add to your device.
https://teamup.com/

ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w
or

scan this QR code

http://news@mnfightingfifth.org
https://mnfightingfifth.org/index.php?id=1
https://teamup.com/ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w
https://teamup.com/ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w

