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Fifth District American Legion Meeting
Saturday, November 1

9:30 AM Executive Board
10 AM Membership 

Live at Minneapolis American Legion Post 1
2507 East 25th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406
(Click to view map) https://maps.app.goo.gl/sz4XhPQxSSJ9eCXF9

- or - 
Online at:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83857752480?pwd=x1x2DqprwbfHHl8qdABw9MvcI0a9VI.1

The next District Assembly will be this Saturday, Nov.1 at Minneapolis 
Post 1. Executive Meeting at 9:30am followed by the District Assembly at 

Ray Eiden
District Adjutant

10:00am. The meeting will be carried on Zoom. 

The dates are set for the Oratorical Contest and the Mid-Winter Conference. The Oratorical 
Contest will be held on January 17, 2026 at Wold-Chamberlain Post 99 starting at 9:00am. We 
have 2 contestants thus far and looking for more. I did receive information from Department 
concerning this event. Contact me if you have any contestants that are interested. Ray 
Eiden: 612-378-2725 or email me at eidenr@aol.com. I will be looking for judges, tabulators, 
timekeepers, etc. when the time comes.

The Mid-Winter Conference will be held at the Crystal VFW on Jan. 10 starting at 9:00am. We 
will start planning for this event soon. If you have any suggestions for topics or guest speakers 
let Lynne Nottage or myself know. 

Ray Eiden
5th District Adjutant

Department Leadership at Legionville for Camp O Ree. 
Left to Right:

SAL Detachment 
Commander Jeremy 
Copher, 
ALA Department 
President Robin Dorf, 
American Legion 
Department 
Commander Linda 
Dvorak, ALR 
Department Director 
Duane Mabon

https://maps.app.goo.gl/fnWpKcApbEsgHVjc6
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83857752480?pwd=x1x2DqprwbfHHl8qdABw9MvcI0a9VI.1
mailto:eidenr@aol.com
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Fifth District American Legion Auxiliary Meeting

Fifth District SAL meeting 
Tuesday, November 4 at 7 PM

Wold-Chamberlain Post 99.

Fifth District Chapter 435 ALR Meeting
We are on Winter break!

Saturday, November 1
9:30 AM Executive Board

10 AM Membership 

Minneapolis American Legion Post 1
2507 East 25th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406

With Fall Conference behind us, the work continues on building and 
strengthening our Squadrons and the American Legion Family while 
supporting our veterans, their families, and our community. THANK 
YOU for all of your work in this!
 
Our next SAL District meeting will be held Tuesday, November 4 

(7pm) at Wold-Chamberlain Post 99 (5600 S 34th Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55417).  Please 
plan to attend to get the recap from Fall Conference and new things coming up for the future!
 
As we start to prepare for the holiday season, please remember our service personnel who are 
deployed, our community members having a rough time and families who may be missing 
someone at their family gatherings and keep them in your thoughts. 
 
Finally, there are several service projects or initiatives happening right now in our communities, 
if you have time - please consider chipping in and helping or consider getting your squadron 
together to help on a project.  Every hour spent, every dollar donated... makes a huge 
difference!
 
Matthew Verkuilen, 5th District SAL Commander
mverkuilen@aviation511.org

Department Leadership at Fall 
Conference. L to R: ALR Department 
Director Duane Mabon, ALA 
Department President Robin Dorf, 
American Legion Department 
Commander Linda Dvorak, SAL 
Commander Jeremy Copher, 
Honorary Department Junior 
President Anastasia Donnely

mailto:mverkuilen@aviation511.org


New American Legion Riders Chairman David Heredia shares 
vision for the future

A man who has been a fixture on the National American Legion 
Legacy Run for years has been tasked with leading the organization’s 
fastest-growing program.

Maryland Legionnaire David Heredia was appointed National American Legion Riders chairman during the 
National Executive Committee’s Fall Meetings earlier this month. 

After serving as the Legacy Run’s chief tail gunner, Heredia has served as assistant chief road captain since 
2022. He’s also the immediate past commander of The American Legion Department of Maryland and a 
member of Bernard L. Tobin Post 128 in Aberdeen. 

Heredia, who spent more than 22 years in the U.S. Army, talked with American Legion Social Manager Steven 
B. Brooks about what it feels like to be appointed as chairman, his vision for the Legion Riders and the 
importance of continuing their legacy of service.

Steven B. Brooks: How does it feel knowing that national American Legion leadership has the faith in you to 
appoint you to this position? 

David Heredia: I’m deeply humbled and honored to serve as the fourth national chairman for The American 
Legion Riders. I’m grateful for National Commander Dan Wiley and the leadership of The American Legion for 
their trust and confidence. I take this position seriously, because the Riders are a focus in the community. 
We’re a force to be reckoned, especially when we ride in large numbers. 

Question: What is your vision for the Riders? What do you think is working, and how would you like to see the 
Riders continue to evolve?

Heredia: As chairman of The American Legion Riders, I’ll have a simple focus. We’re going to ride for the 
veterans and their families like we’ve done in the past. We’re going to continue to uphold the Legion’s Four 
Pillars and strengthen the Veterans & Children Foundation (VCF). We’re going to live Be the One. We’re 
going to continue checking in, connecting, working to prevent veteran suicide and ensuring no one feels 
forgotten or alone. And as I said throughout my year as department commander, we’re going to do this as 
“Champions of Hope.” The reason why I say that is in the heart of “Champions of Hope,” we save lives, we 
change lives. We ride for those who can no longer ride. For those who are suffering in silence and anyone 
who feels forgotten. So, for every mile, every handshake, and every salute and smile that carry our message 
forward, we’re going to let them know that they’re not alone. Wherever there is a family or veteran in need, 
we’ll be there.

Question: How do you accomplish these goals?

Heredia: We have to have a family first culture that reflects the values of The American Legion, which will 
inspire new members to join. We have to enhance collaboration across the Legion Family, because not 
everybody sees the Riders as a force for good. I’m going to work with the Internal Affairs Commission, the 
National Executive Committee and our national commander to strengthen the ties between the Auxiliary and 
the Sons at the post so that the Riders are a bridge and not a silo within the Legion Family.

Question: How valuable are the Riders in raising awareness about The American Legion’s mission and 
programs?

Heredia: When communities see our vests and our unity, they’re going to see compassion in motion. It’s 
promoting awareness and understanding of what The American Legion Riders’ mission is across posts, 



districts and departments. 

Question: How would you like to see the Riders participate in the Legion’s USA 250 Challenge?

Heredia: The USA 250 Challenge is important for many reasons. It gets us visible out there in the community. 
What I would ask the Riders across our nation is think of ways that they can contribute to this. What it’s doing is 
not just helping the VCF at the national level. It’s creating awareness down in the local communities. Bringing 
awareness to the general public of why The American Legion is here. We’re a veterans organization, but that 
doesn’t mean that we can’t help our local brothers and sisters in the community. By getting involved in the USA 
250 Challenge, they’re not only helping the VCF, but they’re bringing awareness to The American Legion. We 
can get people who have never served or are not members of our Legion Family to participate in this 
somewhere, either by donations or spreading the word. 

Question: Is there anything else you’d like to say to the Legion Riders? 

Heredia: It’s important to continue the work and vision of those who came before more. This all started with the 
vision of Past National Chairman Terry Woodburn and continued through Bob Sussan after that. Both of those 
two are in Post Everlasting now, and their work was continued by (Immediate Past Chairman Mark Clark). 
They’re they ones that started and then built this, and now it’s my responsibility to keep that going.

National Regional Information Conference
• When & Where: Indianapolis, Indiana – Saturday, January 31, 2026 | Atlanta, Georgia – Saturday, 

February 7, 2026  Register here!
• Topics Covered: Constitution & Bylaws, Post Operations, Legal, and other leadership essentials
• Why attend: Gain insights needed to drive member engagement, compliance, and effectiveness in your 

post.

✅

 Why Training Matters
• Helps new and experienced officers stay sharp and effective
• Builds uniform understanding of organization-wide expectations
• Offers ready-to-go resources to use in your post’s operations
• Fosters networking, idea exchange, and mentorship among Legionnaires

Want to Learn More?
Explore key training opportunities now available:

• Basic Training  — a foundational course for all members and officers 
• Training Tuesdays — meal-sized sessions from national HQ tackling relevant post leadership topics 
• Service Officer Training — designed for those working with veterans on benefit claims. Questions 

regarding this training would go to Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation. 
• “Training in a Box” — a digital repository of workshop presentations and materials you can feast upon 

and adapt locally 
Visit American Legion Training at the Information Center on the national website to browse courses, register, 
and access resources. 

https://web.cvent.com/event/a66f4ed3-dd18-451d-b85d-5d995bf371ca/summary
https://register.legion.org/alei
https://register.legion.org/alei
https://www.legion.org/information-center/training/training-tuesdays
https://www.legion.org/information-center/training/service-officer-training
https://www.dropbox.com/work/Training%20In%20A%20Box
https://www.dropbox.com/work/Training%20In%20A%20Box
https://www.legion.org/information-center/training


When a Post is upside down, it means that their published dues are 
below the combined national and department per-capita. When this 
happens:

• Members cannot renew online at legion.org/renew or through 
myLegion.

• The post receives no post per-capita to invest in programs and 
operations.

• The post’s dues line on renewal notices will not reflect a positive, 
accurate amount until corrected with National.

This is a problem for the post and members. When this happens, 
members cannot renew online and posts get $0 in per capita from each 
renewal. 

To prevent this from happenening, be sure to file your Post Data Report 
(PDR) with our Department when ever your post information changes. 
Be sure your Post dues are in the positive side rather thane being 
upside down as part of that filing. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to District Leadership. 

Upside Down Posts

Important updates regarding 
future dates!

Fifth District Holiday Party 
Thursday, January 1 at Crystal VFW. 

All are welcome. Registration details are 
forthcoming. 

No Fifth District Meeting on 
Saturday, January 3rd.

Midwinter Conference will be on 
Saturday, January 10 at 9 AM. 

All are welcome. Registration details are 
forthcoming. 

Oratorical Contest will be on 
Saturday, January 17 at 9 AM. 

Volunteers needed. 

http://legion.org/renew










The American Legion Fifth District Membership

Veterans Day - November 13 - 65% Pearl Harbor Day - December 10th - 75%

Mid-Winter - January 14 - 80% Presidents Day - February 11 - 85%

American Legion Birthday- March 11 - 90% Chidlren and Youth Month - April 8 - 95%

Armed Forces Day - May 13 - 100%

Early Bird/NEF Kickoff - Sept 10 - 50% Fall Meetings - October 15 - 55%

Membership Target Dates

Fifth District Minneapolis VA Hospital Visitation 
All are welcome to join in visiting our veterans who could use a visit at the VA. 

On the first Sunday of the month (November 2) assemble at 1:45 PM at the Minneapolis VA Auditorium. Please bring your 
cover, or where something Legion Family related. 
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As of October 15, 2025





The Sons of The American Legion Fifth District Membership
By Bill Hawkins

 
This membership report is as of October 27, 2025.
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Bags at the Legion are back! 
And we're kicking off the season this Halloween. Come on down, 

throw a few, and wear your best (or spookiest!) costume.
Here's how we play:

$5 per person (cash only)
Blind Draw (players are randomly paired into teams)

Double Elimination (everyone gets to play at least 2 games)
Prizes awarded to top 3 teams.

Costumes are optional, but highly recommended!



Visit our website at www.mnfightingfifth.org

    www.facebook.com/MNFifthDistrict

Send in news and content to be shared to 
news@mnfightingfifth.org 

Please have content sent to us by the 15th of each month. The plan 
will be to get the Fifth District Flash out 1 week prior to the next District 

Meeting. 
Please print and share this newsletter 
with members and anyone interested 

who is not online. 

Date What Location

August 28 - September 3 National Convention Louisville, KY

Wednesday, July 8 - Saturday July 11 Department Convention Willmar, MN 

Tuesday, November 4, 2025
7 PM

Fifth District Meeting
SAL

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Saturday, November 1, 2025
9:30 Exec, 10 AM Membership

Fifth District Meeting 
TAL, ALA

Minneapolis Post 1
2507 E 25th St. Mpls, MN 55406

Sunday, November 2, 1:45 PM 5th District Minneapolis VA Hospital 
Visitation

Minneapolis VA Auditorium

Friday, June 26 - Saturday, June 27 Detachment Conventon Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Sunday, November 23, 2025
8 am - Noon

Post 99 AYCE Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Sunday, November 9, 2025
8 am - Noon

Unit 435 Omelet Breakfast Fundraiser Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Saturday, January 17
9 AM

Fifth District Oratorical Contest Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Saturday, January 10
9 AM - 3 PM?

Fouth & Fifth District Joint Midwinter Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Thursday, January 1 Fifth District Holiday Party Crystal VFW
5222 Bass Lake Rd. Crystal, MN 55429

Friday, October 31
6:30 PM

Bags Tournatment 
(every Friday, except holidays)

Wold Chamberlain Post 99 
5600 S 34th Ave. Mpls

Friday, March 20; Saturday, March 21 Detachment Spring Conference Arcade-Phalen American Legion Post 
577, 1129 Arcade St. St. Paul MN

Visit our Website: MNFightingfifth.org 
A calendar of events can be found there.

or
Click here to add to your device.

https://teamup.com/
ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w

or scan this QR code

http://news@mnfightingfifth.org
https://mnfightingfifth.org/index.php?id=1
https://teamup.com/ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w
https://teamup.com/ksvvhn5e4e7ce5ag9w

