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2024 Convention set!
5th District Convention Friday June 7th and Saturday June 8th, 2024. 

New Location! 
Holiday Inn Bloomington West
5120 American Blvd W
Bloomington, MN 55437

Rooms can now be reserved by calling 612-452-5510 and mentioning the American Legion 5th 
District Convention. 

Friday June 7th
• Past Commanders/Past Presidents Social 
• Joint District Family Memorial Service 
• District Social 

Saturday June 8th
• District Meetings for American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of The 

American Legion, and American Legion Riders
• Installation of incoming officers
• Banquet
• District Social

We are asking everyone to try sell an ad to a local business. Look for ad information inside this 
issue on page 7.
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February Trivia Answers
1. Who was the first black American whose actions resulted in the Medal of Honor? 

Answer: Recognized for heroically protecting the American flag during the Civil 
War, Army Sgt. William Harvey Carney received the Medal of Honor, the 

nation’s highest military decoration, on May 23, 1900. 

It was during his unit’s first major battle that Carney saw the flag bearer get hit 
by bullets and rushed to catch the flag from him before it hit the ground. 

“Despite suffering several serious gunshot wounds himself, Carney kept the 
symbol of the Union held high as he crawled up the hill to the walls of Fort 

Wagner, urging his fellow troops to follow him,” according to the U.S. Army. “He 
planted the flag in the sand at the base of the fort and held it upright until his 

near-lifeless body was rescued.”
  -       History.com 

 
2. What is the oldest program the American Legion recognizes under Americanism?

Answer: Boy Scouts

Fifth District ALA Fundraiser
Italian Feast - Spaghetti Lunch

Games and social

Saturday, May 11th
11 AM Social, Noon Meal

Wold Chamberlain American Legion Post 99
5600 South 34th Ave

Minneapolis, MN 55417

March Trivia
1. The American Legion led an effort to create the U.S. Veterans Bureau. What year did 

this happen?

2. What is the motto of the American Legion Auxiliary?

https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.army.mil/article/181896/meet_sgt_william_carney_the_first_african_american_medal_of_honor_recipient
mailto:https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/william-carney-first-black-american-medal-of-honor




March 15 The American Legion will be 105 years old!
Welcome back and Congratulations to Hellenic 
Squadron 129!

The Squadron has re-chartered and come back 
strong supporting their community. 

From fundraising for the CRRC, to hosting a Blood 
Drive and feeding the donors a pancake breakfast 
they have definitely hit the ground running. 
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Daniel J. Seehafer to be keynote speaker at Veterans Day on the Hill

ST. PAUL — The national commander of The American Legion is coming to Veterans 
Day on the Hill.
 
American Legion Department of Minnesota Adjutant Mike Maxa coordinates the 
National Commander’s Tour with posts across the state. This year, the tour runs from 
northwest Minnesota through the center of the state and ends in the Cities. It stops in 
the 3rd, 4th, 7th, 9th and 10th districts.

 The tour delivers National Commander Daniel J. Seehafer to Veterans Day on the Hill in St. Paul. Seehafer 
is slated to speak at the annual legislative gathering. The event launches from the St. Paul Armory and 
finishes at the Minnesota State Capitol. It brings together about 600 to 700 veterans from several veterans 
organizations.
 
“Never before has the schedules for the National Commander’s Tour and Veterans Day on the Hill matched 
up,” Maxa said. “We already know Seehafer likes to talk about legislative matters, so it couldn’t be a better 
combo. It will be good for Legion and non-Legion veterans to hear what we are about — helping veterans 
and strengthening America,” Maxa said.
 
Seehafer is a Midwest guy, too, said Department Membership Director Pam Krill.
 
“We haven’t had a national commander from our neck of the woods since Denise Rohan served back in 
2017-18. She’s from Wisconsin, too,” Krill said. “Before that, we had Michael Helm of Nebraska in 2014-15.”
 
Seehafer’s home post is Post 157 in Horicon, Wis. He is a past American Legion national chaplain and a past 
Department of Wisconsin commander.
 
Maxa, Krill, Department Commander Paul Hassing and Communications Director Tim Engstrom will depart 
from Bloomington Post 550 on Sunday, April 14, in the Post 550 shuttle bus, and arrive at Hector 
International Airport in Fargo to pick up Seehafer and Commander’s Aide Mike Rohan. He is the husband of 
Past National Commander Denise Rohan.
 
The first stop is that evening, with dinner and a program at Moorhead Post 21.
 
On Monday, April 15, the tour visits the Fergus Falls Veterans Home, followed by a luncheon and a program 
at Fergus Falls Post 30. That evening, dinner and program will take place at Willmar Post 167.
 
Breakfast and a program on Tuesday, April 16, are at Howard Lake Post 145. Le Center Post 108 will host a 
lunch and a program. That evening, Golden Valley Post 523 hosts dinner and a program. 
Veterans Day on the Hill is Wednesday, April 17. The 
national commander will spend time that morning with 
the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs staff at 
the Veterans Service Building, before heading over to 
the St. Paul Armory, where he is the keynote speaker 
after lunch.
 
Later in the day, the National Commander’s Tour stops 
at the Minneapolis VA Medical Center for a briefing 
and a tour.
 
Seehafer and Rowan fly out the morning of Thursday, 
April 18, to their next state tour.
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Fifth District American Legion Membership Report 02/21/2024 

By Gary Martin
Three-Year Membership is available! 
The 3-year membership is available effective Dec 4. Anyone who HAS NOT renewed their membership for 
2024 can renew for up to three years at the current membership rate. (Before the dues increase).  You must 
go onto MyLegion to renew, you can not do it through your post (at this time). For those that have already 
renewed for 2024 please don't fret, your time is coming, National is doing a bit more testing and hopefully, 
they will have something for you early next year. Please share this with those members who have not 
renewed yet, encourage them to renew now! 
 
Annual Reports  
Now is the time to start organizing the information for our annual reports. First and foremost are the 
Consolidated Post Report, the Children and Youth, Service Officers, Community Service, Blood reports. 
These reports are our report card to the nation as to what we do.  
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As of March 8, 2024 

Welcome Back Hellenic Squadron 129!





Visit our website at www.mnfightingfifth.org

    www.facebook.com/MNFifthDistrict

Send in content that should be shared to 
news@mnfightingfifth.org 

Please have content sent to us by the 15th of 
each month. The plan will be to get the Fifth 

District Flash out 1 week prior to the next District 
Meeting. 

Date What Location

Friday March 1st Be the One Day https://www.legion.org/events/
2024/02/01/be-one-day

Saturday March 2nd 4 - 7 PM Appreciation Rally - See registration 
information inside

Montgomery American Legion Post 79

Friday, March 9th 11 AM - 4 PM Blood Drive Hellenic Sq 129 at St. Marys Greek 
Orthodox Church

Sunday March 10th Daylight Savings time begins

Friday March 15th Detachment Finance and Exec Board 
Meetings

Forest Lake American Legion

Saturday March 16th Detachment Spring Conference Forest Lake American Legion

Sunday March 25 8 AM - Noon Post 99 AYCE Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Wold Chamberlain American Legion

Minneapolis Post 15th District Meetings Saturday March 9th 9: 30 AM - Exec
10 AM Membership

Saturday, April 6th  
9: 30 AM - Exec,  10 AM Membership

5th District Meetings Minneapolis Post 1

Thursday, March 14th  6-7 PM Wold Chamberlain Birthday Wold Chamberlain American Legion 

Sunday March 10th 8 AM - Noon Unit 435 Omelet Breakfast Fundraiser Wold Chamberlain American Legion 

Saturday, May 4th  
9: 30 AM - Exec,  10 AM Membership

5th District Meetings Minneapolis Post 1

Sunday, April 28th 8 AM - Noon Post 99 AYCE Pancake Breakfast 
Fundraiser

Wold Chamberlain American Legion

Saturday May 11, 11 AM Fifth District ALA Fundraiser Wold Chamberlain Americal Legion

Wednesday, April 17th 10 AM - 2 PM Veterans Day On The Hill 2024 St. Paul Armory
State Capital

http://news@mnfightingfifth.org
https://www.legion.org/events/2024/02/01/be-one-day
https://www.legion.org/events/2024/02/01/be-one-day

