The American Legion, Department of
Minnesota, 5th District Family

FLASH

2023 August 30

LEGION Fifth District American Legion
Fifth District Officers

Meeting Friday, September 8th

Dick Ward
1st Vice Commander H H
13 Vice Con Minneapolis Post 1
2nd Vice Commander 6:30 PM EXECUtlve Board
Open .
P (Shared with the Fraternal Order of Eagles)
3rd Vice Commander 2507 E 25th Street
Open Minneapolis, MN 55406
Adjutant Click link to view map and directions:
Ray Eiden https://goo.gl/maps/uqTTsm3NXtDtK1cLA
Finance
Dennis Delong District Meetings will be on the first Saturday of the month after this. The dates are:
) Saturday, October 7th Saturday, November 4th
Chaplain Saturday, February 10th Saturday March 9th
Andrew Rose Sr. Saturday, April 6th Saturday May 4th
Sergeant-At-Arms
Open December will be a social gathering. Date and location are to be determined.
January will be the Joint 4th & 5th District Midwinter. More information to come.
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Fifth District Officers

President
Cari Lamb

1st Vice President
Jill Davis

2nd Vice President
Deb Bayer

Secretary
Julie Martin

Treasurer
Becky Nelson

Chaplain
Mary Younkin
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Fifth District Officers

Commander
Matt Verkuilen

1st Vice Commander
Robert Bristo

2nd Vice Commander
Scott Singleton

Adjutant
Shawn Davis

Finance
Leroy Gonzales

Chaplain
Pat Kiehl

Sergeant-At-Arms
Bob Stevens
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District Representative
Joe Starr

Next Fifth District ALA Meeting
Saturday, October 7th
Minneapolis Post 1 or via Zoom

(Shared with the Fraternal Order of Eagles)
2507 E 25th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406
Click to view the map and directions:

https:/goo.gl/maps/uqTTsm3NXiDtK1cLA

Executive board meeting at 9:30 AM
General Membership meeting at 10:00 AM

Greetings to you all and | hope your summer is going well! It's hard to believe that Fall is just around the
corner. At our most recent District Convention, | was honored to be elected and installed as your District
Commander for the SAL. | appreciate the faith that has been shown to me and | am looking forward to
working with our district legion family in this role this year.

My project this year is perhaps a bit different than in the past. With absolute respect for all the projects of
the past and projects across the Legion family, my focus this year can be summarized as "Moving us
forward by strengthening our foundation". Without a strong foundation, any organization loses strength. In
our case, the foundation is based in our squadrons and with every member that is part of our district. My
hope and the hope of our Executive Committee is to ensure that resources and support are available to all
of you to set you up for not only success but growth.

But the Sons of the American Legion is more than just membership, it's more than just renewals. It is being
a proud possessor of a priceless heritage. It's being part of a legacy that we honor by our support for our
veterans, for their families, and for our communities. It's doing little things that can add up to big things - that
make a difference.

More on all of this will be in future communications, in the meantime, please again know how honored | am
to be here as your District Commander and I'm looking forward to working with you this year! Please reach
out with any concerns or ideas that you have!

Matthew Verkuilen, 5th District SAL Commander
mverkuilen@aviation511.org
(651) 336-1154

MN ALR ROMP
Legionville Education Center
September 14th - 17th
All the American Legion Family are welcome.

Pre-registration available.
https://checkout.square.site/buy/2C4LUVD6YZHVTT6CAXATC3BS

The cost is $50 per person/$75 per family
includes Friday night meal, Saturday breakfast, Saturday night meal, and Sunday Breakfast.

Come enjoy the company of the American Legion Family and learn about the American Legion Riders.

Chapter 435 meets on the second Wednesday of the month at the Bloomington Knights of
Columbus/Bloomington Event Center at 7PM.

We usually gather about 6 PM for camaraderie and dinner. Please feel free to join us.

20f 18


https://goo.gl/maps/uqTTsm3NXtDtK1cLA
https://checkout.square.site/buy/2C4LUVD6YZHVTT6CAXATC3BS
mailto:mverkuilen@aviation511.org

57th Annual Legionville
Camp-0O-Ree

September 7th
through 10th

EGIONVILLE 2023
N Musie. Food, Camping. Fur

Al to benefit ZW&%

: BINGO
Kids Games Pull-Tabs

Membership Rally Raffles
Food Music

Organized activities begin Thursday
RV Hook-ups, Camping,, and Dormitories Available
Bring your own linens and blankets

To stay overnight on property
$10 per day per person Wedriesday& Thursday
$15 per day per person Friday & Saturday
Up to $100 Family Maximum
5 per day for day visitors
Ages 3 and undet;"FREE
All active Military are free-on Saturday

This 1S a fundraiser for Legionville
Education Center. All fees are non-refundable.
Schedule subject to change. Event held rain-er’Shine.
Questions: email legionvillecamporee @ gmail.com
Organized by the Detachment of MN
Sons of The American Legion

SCAN ME




The Fighting 5% District of Minnesota
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Help Wanted
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We have two Open Positions

e 2"4 VVice Commander

e Sergeant-At-Arms

Contact: Commander Dick Ward for details




PROTECT CHARITABLE GAMING
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PROTECT OUR CHARITIES
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What should we do to save E-Pull Tabs?

Become educated on the positive impact E-Pull Tabs have in
your local community.

Call, write, and meet with your local, county, and state
officials on this issue.

Get connected and involved with organizations advocating
for local charities.

ProtectOurCharities.com
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MN Dist 0005 LGN

Post

MN-0001
MN-0099
MN-0129
MN-0230
MN-0234
MN-0291
MN-0310
MN-0355
MN-0396
MN-0435
MN-0440
MN-0468
MN-0493
MN-0504
MN-0511
MN-0548
MN-0555
MN-0581
MN-0618
MN-5222

Name

Minneapolis
Wold-Chamberlain
The Hellenic Inc
North Side

Vincent L Giantvalley
Johnnie Baker
Courthouse

Bainbridge

Department of Minnesota 2024 Membership

Minneapolis Fire And Po Minneapolis

Minneapolis-Richfield
Gopher

Joe Smith

Viking Inc

Bearcat Incorporated

Aviation

University Of Minnesota Minneapolis

Arthur And Leonard Fallc Minneapolis

Herb Gager
Longton

Patrick M Novack

as of 8/23/23
District Summary Including all HQ Transfers
District New PUFL  Renewal 'T*gn Totals  Goal 2;‘0"."

1 MN Dist 0001 LGN 20 779 2675 6 3.480

2 MN Dist 0002 LGN 25 571 1,988 6 259

3 MN Dist 0003 LGN 47 1,538 3,569 21 5176

4 MN Dist 0004 LGN 7 254 701 3 965

5 MN Dist 0005 LGN 3 280 282 0 565

6 MN Dist 0006 LGN 59 1,055 3816 10 4,940

7 MN Dist 0007 LGN 17 626 1,446 3 2092

8 MN Dist 0008 LGN 1 300 1,011 5 1,327

9 MN Dist 0009 LGN 19 520 2,106 1 2,646

10 MN Dist 0010 LGN 40 905 2,504 30 3,479

11 MN Dist 0099 LGN 5 199 865 0 1,069

SUM: 253 7,027 20,963 85 28,329 58,214 48.66
Location New PUFL Renewal #gn Totals Goal :/;o:fl

Minneapolis 0 22 70 0 92
Minneapolis 1 12 5 0 18
Minneapolis 0 1 19 0 30
Minneapolis 0 3 2 0 5
Minneapolis 0 4 0 0 4
Minneapolis 0 13 0 16
Minneapolis 0 2 2 0 4
Minneapolis 0 3 0 0 3
0 2 0 0 2
Richfield 0 118 79 0 197
Minneapolis 0 12 22 0 34
Minneapolis 0 3 1 0 <
Minneapolis 0 2 26 0 28
Minneapolis 0 4 9 0 13
Crystal 0 12 2 0 14
0 14 0 0 14
0 26 28 0 54
Minneapolis 2 2 2 0 6
Minneapolis 0 24 0 0 24
Minneapolis 0 1 2 0 3
SUM: 3 280 282 0 565




THE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF MINNESOTA
2023-2024 TIMELINE

JULY 2023:

» 2024 Membership year opens

July 12, 2023 — DEC Jackpot Junction

July 13-15, 2023 - Department Convention, Redwood Falls

July 15 2023 - 1 DEC, 30 minutes after close of convention. Jackpot Junction

July 27-29, 2023 - National Membership Workshop, Indianapolis, IN

July 27-29, 2023 — Baseball Tournament, DIV I, Rochester Mn, {CC throw out 1* Pitch, Trophy
presentation last day}

» July 26-30, 2023 - MNALR Legacy Run
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AUGUST:

2 Aug, 2023 - Goose Egg — Cut-off Date - Posts will need to have turned in their 2024 Officer list &
2023 CPR

August 19, 2023 — Fund 85 Run

August 25 — 31, 2023 - National Convention, Charlotte NC

Employment Awards information will be mailed to the Posts

Letters will be mailed/emailed to Post Adjutants to request visits by the Department Commander

SEPTEMBER:

OO00000O000O0O0ooano

September 1 - Committee Budgets due to Department

September 6 - 8, 2023 — CTF Summit, Camp Ripley

September 6 - 10, 2023 — Camporee, Legionville

September 9, 2023 — Harvest Rally, Legionville

September 13, 2023 - 50% Target

September 14 — 17, 2023 — NS/FR Workshop, Camp Ripley

September 14-17, 2023 — ALR Romp, Legionville

September 13, 2023 - Renewal cut-off date

September CVSO Conference, Grandview Lodge, Brainerd MN

September Foundation Committee budget meeting, Post 270 Buffalo MN, 1300hrs
September Department Finance Committee Budget meeting

Eagle Scout of the Year Application information will be mailed to Post Adjutants
Oratorical information will be mailed to High School and Post Adjutants

Annual PUFL report—posts will receive credit for their PUFL members and credit letters will be mailed to
the Posts

OCTOBER:
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October 3-8 2023 John Zgoda Disabled Deer Hunt
October 4 — 6, 2023 - MN Veterans Outdoor Deer Hunt, Camp Ripley
October 7 — 14, 2023 - Renewal Notice mailing
October 9-12, 2023 - Fall Meetings, Indianapolis IN
October 18, 2023 - 55% Target
October 18, 2023 - Renewal cut-off date
October 21, 2023 — Legionville Board Meeting, Legionville Camp, 1100hrs
October 21, 2023 - King Tuts Conclave
October 26, 2023, DEC, St. Cloud, MN, 1900hrs
October 27-28, 2023 - Fall Conference in St Cloud, MN
© Convention Corp Mtg, Commander opens meeting
o Hospital Association Mtg, Commander attends
Scholarship information will be mailed to Post Adjutants
Law & Order information will be mailed to Post Adjutants
Fund for Hospitalized Veterans information will be mailed to Post Adjutants



NOVEMBER:

O November 15, 2023 — 65% Target

O November 10 - 18, 2023 - Renewal Notice mailing

[0 November 11, 2023, MDVA Veterans Program, Veterans Community Center Inver Grove Heights
O ROTC Scholarship information will be mailed to Post Adjutants

DECEMBER:
O Holiday for Hero’s, MACV Sponsored event, Commander makes an Appearance, TALMN booth, TBD
O December 1, 2023 — Employment Applications are due to Dept Headquarters
O December 9, 2023 - Pearl Harbor Rally
O December MDVA Pearl Harbor remembrance program, Veteran Services Bldg.
O December 13,2023 - 75% Target
O December 15, 2023 - Renewal Cut-off date
O December Department Holiday Luncheon, Commander attends
O Annual Military Achievement Awards Program information will be mailed to Posts
O Children & Youth reports will be mailed to Post Adjutants
JANUARY 2024:
O Close out of previous membership year - 2023 membership is no longer accepted
O January 6 — 12, 2024 - Renewal Notice mailing
O January 10, 2024 - 80% Target
O Legionville Reservation forms mailed early in the month
O Boys State Reservation forms mailed
O Blood Reports mailed to the Posts
O Membership Award Pins mailing - membership stars and director’s pins
FEBRUARY:
O February - Department Oratorical Contest, dates & times TBD
O February — Salute to Veterans, Mpls VAHC, date & time TBD
O February — Hiring for Hero’s w/MN Wild, Excel Center, date & time TBD
O February 3, 2024- Sweetheart Rally
O February 14, 2024 - 85% Target
[0 February 14 - Renewal cut-off date
O February 24 — 28, 2024 - Washington DC Conference
O Continuous Years Certificate will be mailed by National
O Baseball Kit order forms will be mailed
O Post Data Reports will be mailed to the Posts
MARCH:
O March 1, 2024 — Eagle Scout of the Year Application are due to Dept
O March 2024, SAL Spring Meeting
O March 2, 2014 — Appreciation Rally
O March 2-8, 2024 — Renewal notice mailing
O March 13,2024 - 90% Target
[0 March 15, 2024 - Baseball Kits will start to be mailed out
O Officer Reporting forms will be mailed to the Posts
O Community Service Reports will be mailed to the Posts
O Consolidated Post Reports will be mailed to the Posts
O Attend a number of Post birthday banquets



APRIL:
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April - MN Veterans Outdoors Turkey Hunt, Camp Ripley, dates & times TBD
April 1, 2024 — Scholarship Applications are due to Dept

April 1, 2024 — Law & Order Applications are due to Dept
April 1, 2024 — Boys State Pre-Registration applications are due
April — National Commanders Tour

April 10, 2024 - 95% Target

April 15, 2024 — Post Data Reports are Due to Dept.

April 10, 2024 - Renewal cut-off

April 2024 - MN American Legion College

April 29, 2024 — Convention Call mailed out

April 30, 2024 — Boy’s State registration due online

April 30, 2024 — Blood Reports are due to Dept

OOoo00ooooo

May 4-10, 2024 - Final renewal notice for 2023 membership year mailing

May 6 — 9, 2024 - Spring meetings, Indianapolis IN

May 2024 — Dept. Commanders Testimonial??

May 15, 2024 - 100% Target

May 17, 2024 - Recruiter of the Year Applications are due

May 17, 2024 — Gold and Silver Brigade Applications are due

27 May 2024 - MDV A Memorial Day Program, Fort Snelling, time TBD

District Convention Mailing—forms need to be returned to Department after each District’s convention.
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MN Veterans Outdoors, Trolling for Troops, dates & times TBD

Jun 2024 - Girls State Banquet

June 12024 - Community Service Reports are due

June 1, 2024 — Consolidated Reports are due, Off the Goose Egg qualifier
Jun 2024 — Boys State Commanders Greetings, St. Johns Campus

30 days before Department Convention - Convention Delegate Cut-off

June 27-28, 2024 - Training — packet/card pick-up, (last part of June)

2025 Membership year starts

July 1, 2024 — Annual Military Achievement Awards are due

July 3-4, 2024 — Forest Lake Post 0225, 4* of July Parade/Celebration

July 17, 2024 DEC, Convention Center, Wilmar MN

July 18-20 2024, Department Convention, Convention Center, Wilmar MN
July 20 2024 DEC after convention closes, Convention Center, Wilmar MN

August:

[J Department Baseball Tournament, TBD
[J National Membership Workshop, Indianapolis IN, TBD
O August 23 — 29 Aug. - National Convention, New Orleans, LA, Delegation Chair

Highlighted the Commander attends **Dates subject to change**
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Bulletin #30

7/5/2023

2023 Membership

Mighty Minnesota Membership

Membership Percent of IMembershlp Difference from
| oistRict | [ #ofunits | |  Goal | | Period Gain | To Date Goal Last Year Last Year
7/6/2022
One 48 3,810 4 3,369 88.43% 3510 141
Two 72 3,833 5 3,366 87.82% 3531 165
Three 46 3,797 0 3,479 91.62% 3598 119
Four 7 570 1 480 84.21% 507 27
Five 7 515 4 430 83.50% 455 25
Six 62 4,991 29 4,461 89.38% 4669 208
Seven 57 2,938 4 2,589 88.12% 2804 215
Eight 23 1,237 1 1098 88.76% 1122 24
Nine 47 3,305 5 2,936 88.84% 3070 134
Ten 43 3,758 12 3,214 85.52% 3465 251
1982 Dept 1 203 1 242 119.21% 188 -54
District Totals: 413 28,957 63 25,664 88.63% 26919 1,255
Group1(Even) | 207 || 14389 || 48 | | 12619 || 87.70% | | 13,294 675
Judy Ackerman
Group2(0dd) | 205 || 14365 || 14 | | 12803 | | 89.13% | | 13437 634
Sharon Thiemecke
RANKINGS
15t 2nd 4ath 5th 6th 7th sth oth 1oth
91.62% 89.38% 88.76% 88.43% 88.12% 87.82% 85.52% 84.21% 83.50%
District #3 District #6 District #8 District #1 District #7 District #2 District #10 District #4 District #5

5TH DISTRICT
ol e el ?:: R Fariod Juiws | Serios | ToDws
# | fink Name ono | Gan Gain | Mmbers || Oote IESEMll GanTows| ToDwe | ToDae Totals Percent | DNQOMDate | ATH Ve
Jurioes Servors Jurices Seriors

5 T |MpiUrit £1 a0 a 5 52 67 B3.75% a5z 1089
5 99 |MpiWdd Chamberdain 50 0 8 3 76.00% 355 1976
5 | 128 |Mps Helonc ) a 5 5% 9333% 139 1974
5 | 231 |Mps Gartvaley 82 a 0 0 B4.52% 160 2008
5 | 435 |MpsRichied 200 1 1 3 174 it 88 50% 2208 1990
5 | 440 |Mps Gopher 1 0 2 1 3 7778% 204 1990
5 Mpi= Aviction 1 a 3 1 17 04 44%, 9 2005
7 Sth District Totals 515 [ 0 0 0 1 1 13 417 430 83.50%
















Pictures from National Convention

Memorial Service, Rober Bristo (left end
of the picture) stands with the 2023 -

Lop o - to_R: MN SAL NEC Shawn 2024 SAL National Leadership after being National Vice Commander. Robert taking his
Davis hams it up for the camera. The installed as a National Vice Commander. ' 9

82nd Airborne choir enterains the Next row: Robert Bristo marches into the 02 Of office. Dept of MN recognised for its
Legion Family during the Patriotic donations.

“ Y

National Convention to be installed as a

|
_LEGION \

THE 1919 GIVING
SOCIETY

LEVEL

AMERICAN LEGION
DEPT. OF

TYTAY Y - ' MINNESOTA
T
\ 4

Clockwise beginning with above. The
Department of MN Family with the Nat.
Cmdr Triola after donating $162,000 to
the Legacy Scholarship. The Dept of MN
American Legion in convention. Past
Dist. President Mary Younkin, newly
installed NVC Robert, and Past District
President Becky Nelson pose for
pictures. Becky Nelson places Robert’s
NVC cover on him during installation.
Mary Younkin places Robert’s name
badge on his jacket as part of the
installation.




Friday, October 27

American Legion Department

of Minnesota Fall Conference N Amsican Ll

$15.00 ®

The Fall Conference offers breakout training sessions to learn more about the Department of Minnesota, and we

-1 03

take care of business, too.

By American Legion Department of Minnesota Convention Corp.

Date and time

['5 October 27 - 8am - October 28 - 12pm CDT

Location

Q BestWestern Plus Kelly Inn
100 4th Avenue South St. Cloud, MN 56301

Legionnaires, Auxiliary, Sons and Riders,

| want to welcome everyone to our Department of Minnesota Fall Conference here at River's Edge
Convention Center and Best Western Plus Kelly Inn in St. Cloud. This is the second of five Fall
Conferences we have planned for this location. Thank you to the Department Convention Corp. for
hosting.

The Fall Conference is our annual school of instruction and, in that spirit, we offer breakout sessions on
Friday and a general session on Saturday. They say, “You never stop learning more about the Legion.”

Don't miss the Outstanding Enlisted of the Year awards and NECman Bill Barbknecht's national report.
You'll want to meet the leading candidate for the 2024-25 national commander, Jim LaCoursiere of
Moosup Post 91 in Connecticut.

We will have sessions about our No. 1 priority: Prevention of veteran suicide. We also offer sessions on
MyLegion.org, engagement, being a post or district officer, being a post service officer, legislative
engagement, legal matters, county veteran service officers and mentorship, among others.

My theme is “The Road Ahead.” We value our past, but itis time we steady ourselves and make
necessary improvements for the future. Your input at department meetings is valued.

There is a meeting of the American Legion Riders after the conference adjourns on Saturday. |
encourage you to attend and see what the Riders do. It begins at T p.m. in University B.

For God and Country,
Paul Hassing
Commander

Minnesota American Legion

MEALS: Pre-purchased meals are available for $15 each. The meals are breakfasts on Friday and
Saturday and a lunch on Friday. You may purchase meals here online by Oct. 12.



Date

What

Location

September 7 - September 10

Camp-O-Ree

Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

Friday, September 8th
6:30 PM

District American Legion Executive
Board Meeting

Minneapolis Post 1

Saturday, September 9th
3 PM

Harvest Membership Rally
All are welcome

Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

Saturday, September 9th
5:30 PM

Harvest Membership Rally Meal
RSVP by Labor Day

Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

Tuesday September 12th

MN American Legion Baseball and
Fastpitch Softball night at the Twins

Target Field

Wednesday September 13th

TAL 50% Membership Target

September 15th - September 17th

MN ALR ROMP

Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

Saturday October 7th

5th District Meetings

Minneapolis Post 1

Friday October 6th - Sunday, October
8th

SAL National Meetings

Indianapolis, IN

Monday October 9th - Thursday October
12th

TAL National Meetings

Indianapolis, IN

Saturday October 21st Legionville Board Meeting Legionville Education Center
Brainerd
Friday October 27th - Saturday October | Fall Conference St. Cloud, MN

28th

Saturday November 4th

5th District Meetings

Minneapolis Post 1

Send in content that should be shared to

Visit our website at www.mnfightingfifth.org

Find us on
n Facebook \ww.facebook.com/MNFifthDistrict

news @ mnfightingfifth.org

Please have content sent to us by the 15th of
each month. The plan will be to get the Fifth
District Flash out 1 week prior to the next District

Meeting.



http://news@mnfightingfifth.org

