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Fifth District American Legion 
Meeting Friday, September 8th 

Minneapolis Post 1
6:30 PM Executive Board 

(Shared with the Fraternal Order of Eagles) 
2507 E 25th Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406
Click link to view map and directions:

https://goo.gl/maps/uqTTsm3NXtDtK1cLA

District Meetings will be on the first Saturday of the month after this. The dates are:
Saturday, October 7th Saturday, November 4th
Saturday, February 10th Saturday March 9th
Saturday, April 6th Saturday May 4th

December will be a social gathering. Date and location are to be determined. 

January will be the Joint 4th & 5th District Midwinter. More information to come. 

https://goo.gl/maps/uqTTsm3NXtDtK1cLA
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Next Fifth District ALA Meeting 
Saturday, October 7th 

Minneapolis Post 1 or via Zoom 
(Shared with the Fraternal Order of Eagles)

2507 E 25th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406

Click to view the map and directions: 

https://goo.gl/maps/uqTTsm3NXtDtK1cLA

Executive board meeting at 9:30 AM 
General Membership meeting at 10:00 AM 

MN ALR ROMP
Legionville Education Center

September 14th  - 17th
All the American Legion Family are welcome. 

Pre-registration available. 
https://checkout.square.site/buy/2C4LUVD6YZHVTT6CAXATC3BS

The cost is $50 per person/$75 per family 
includes Friday night meal, Saturday breakfast, Saturday night meal, and Sunday Breakfast. 

Come enjoy the company of the American Legion Family and learn about the American Legion Riders. 

Chapter 435 meets on the second Wednesday of the month at the Bloomington Knights of 
Columbus/Bloomington Event Center at 7PM. 

We usually gather about 6 PM for camaraderie and dinner.  Please feel free to join us. 

Greetings to you all and I hope your summer is going well! It's hard to believe that Fall is just around the 
corner.  At our most recent District Convention, I was honored to be elected and installed as your District 
Commander for the SAL. I appreciate the faith that has been shown to me and I am looking forward to 
working with our district legion family in this role this year.

My project this year is perhaps a bit different than in the past. With absolute respect for all the projects of 
the past and projects across the Legion family, my focus this year can be summarized as "Moving us 
forward by strengthening our foundation".  Without a strong foundation, any organization loses strength. In 
our case, the foundation is based in our squadrons and with every member that is part of our district. My 
hope and the hope of our Executive Committee is to ensure that resources and support are available to all 
of you to set you up for not only success but growth.

But the Sons of the American Legion is more than just membership, it's more than just renewals. It is being 
a proud possessor of a priceless heritage. It's being part of a legacy that we honor by our support for our 
veterans, for their families, and for our communities. It's doing little things that can add up to big things - that 
make a difference.

More on all of this will be in future communications, in the meantime, please again know how honored I am 
to be here as your District Commander and I'm looking forward to working with you this year! Please reach 
out with any concerns or ideas that you have!

Matthew Verkuilen, 5th District SAL Commander
mverkuilen@aviation511.org
(651) 336-1154

https://goo.gl/maps/uqTTsm3NXtDtK1cLA
https://checkout.square.site/buy/2C4LUVD6YZHVTT6CAXATC3BS
mailto:mverkuilen@aviation511.org




























Pictures from National Convention

Top row L to R: MN SAL NEC Shawn 
Davis hams it up for the camera. The 
82nd Airborne choir enterains the 
Legion Family during the Patriotic 

Memorial Service, Rober Bristo (left end 
of the picture) stands with the 2023 - 
2024 SAL National Leadership after being 
installed as a National Vice Commander. 
Next row: Robert Bristo marches into the 

National Convention to be installed as a 
National Vice Commander. Robert taking his 
oath of office. Dept of MN recognised for its 
donations. 

Clockwise beginning with above. The 
Department of MN Family with the Nat. 
Cmdr Triola after donating $162,000 to 
the Legacy Scholarship. The Dept of MN 
American Legion in convention. Past 
Dist. President Mary Younkin, newly 
installed NVC Robert, and Past District 
President Becky Nelson pose for 
pictures. Becky Nelson places Robert’s 
NVC cover on him during installation. 
Mary Younkin places Robert’s name 
badge on his jacket as part of the 
installation. 





Visit our website at www.mnfightingfifth.org

    www.facebook.com/MNFifthDistrict

Date What Location

September 15th - September 17th MN ALR ROMP Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

September 7 - September 10 Camp-O-Ree Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

Saturday October 21st Legionville Board Meeting Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

Friday October 6th - Sunday, October 
8th 

SAL National Meetings Indianapolis, IN

Friday, September 8th 
6:30 PM 

District American Legion Executive 
Board Meeting

Minneapolis Post 1

Saturday, September 9th
3 PM

Harvest Membership Rally 
All are welcome

Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

Saturday, September 9th
5:30 PM

Harvest Membership Rally Meal
RSVP by Labor Day

Legionville Education Center
Brainerd

Monday October 9th - Thursday October 
12th

TAL National Meetings Indianapolis, IN

Friday October 27th - Saturday October 
28th

Fall Conference St. Cloud, MN 

Saturday November 4th 5th District Meetings Minneapolis Post 1

Tuesday September 12th MN American Legion Baseball and 
Fastpitch Softball night at the Twins

Target Field

Wednesday September 13th TAL 50% Membership Target

Saturday October 7th 5th District Meetings Minneapolis Post 1

Send in content that should be shared to 
news@mnfightingfifth.org 

Please have content sent to us by the 15th of 
each month. The plan will be to get the Fifth 

District Flash out 1 week prior to the next District 
Meeting. 

http://news@mnfightingfifth.org

